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INFORMATION DISCLOSU RE STATEMENT 

Commissioner for Patents 
P.O. Box 1450 

Alexandria, VA 22313-1450 
Sir: 

Pursuant to 37 C.F.R. §§ 1.97 and 1.98 and to the duty of disclosure set forth In 
37 C.F.R. § 1.56, the Examiner In charge of the above-identified application is requested to 
consider and make of record the references listed on the PTO/SB/08a (and/or PTO/SB/08b) 
form submitted herewith. A copy of each reference listed on the PTO/SB/08a (and/or 
PTO/SB/08b) form, other than U.S. patents, is enclosed. 

Although the Information submitted herewith may be "material" to the Examiner's 
consideration of the subject application, this submission is not intended to constitute an 
admission that such information is "prior art" as to the claimed invention. 

In accordance with 37 C.F.R. § 1.97(g), the filing of this Information Disclosure 
Statement shall not be construed to mean that a search has been made. 

Reference JP 2000-224515 is not in the English language, but an English 
translation thereof is attached to the copy of the reference submitted herewith. 

This reference was cited by a foreign patent examining authority in connection 
with the examination of a counterpart of the above identified application. A copy of this English 
language Office Action, indicating the degree of relevance determined by the foreign patent 
office is submitted herewith. MPEP Section 609(a)iii, second paragraph. 

STATEMENT UN DER 37 C.F.R. S 1.97(e) 

The undersigned hereby states that 
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S each item of information contained in tine Information Disciosure Statement was 
first cited in any communication from a foreign patent office in a counterpart foreign application 
not more tlian tliree months prior to the filing of the Information Disclosure Statement. 

□ no item of information contained in the Information Disclosure Statement was 
cited in a communication from a foreign patent office in a counterpart foreign application, and, 
to the l<nowledge of the person signing this statement after making reasonable inquiry, no item 
of information contained in the Information Disclosure Statement was known to any individual 
designated in 37 C.F.R. 1.56(c) more than three months prior to the filing of the Information 
Statement. 

The required fee set forth in 37 C.F.R. § 1.17(p) is provided herewith. 



KNN/ems 

Enclosures: PTO/SB/08a (and/or PTO/SB/08b) 

Japanese Office Action with Translation 

Dated: March 9, 2011 



K P.O. Box 980 

Valley Forge, PA 19482 
(610) 407-0700 



The Director is hereby authorized to charge or credit Deposit Account No. 
18-0350 for any additional fees, or any underpayment or credit for 
overpayment in connection herewith.. 
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Respectfully submitted, 




KenMh N. Nigon, Reg. No. 31,549 
Attorney for Applicants 
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